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SUBJECT: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES: NETHERLANDS 

REF: DEPARTMENT'S A-5233 OF AUGUST 5, 1975 

1. WE FULLY SHARE VIEWS IN REF AIRGRAM AS TO RELEVANCE OF 
MOOD AND TRENDS IN EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES AND OF IMPORTANCE 
OF KEEPING UP TO DATE ON POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING 
RADICALIZATION OF STUDENT BODIES, LACK OF INTELLECTUAL 
PLURALISM AND POSSIBLE DIMINUTION OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM. 

2. EMBASSY HAS, THROUGH ITS YOUTH COMMITTEE, MADE 
ONGOING EFFORT TO FOCUS ON THE DUTCH UNIVERSITIES OVER THE 
PAST FEW YEARS. THE PICTURE THAT EMERGES IS THAT IN SOME 
CASES UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE OF THE INCREASING NUMBER OF YOUTH 
WHO ARE PURSUING HIGHER EDUCATION INVOLVES SUBSTANTIAL 
EXPOSURE TO AND INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICALLY ORIENTED ACTIVITIES. 

SMALL THOUGH THE NETHERLANDS IS GEOGRAPHICALLY, THERE SEEMS 
TO BE A CONSIDERABLE SPREAD BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES WHERE LEFTIST 
POLLITCAL TENDENCIES AMONG STUDENTS ARE VISIBLY HIGH 

8E.G. AMSTERDAM) AND OTHERS WHERE POLITICAL LIFE AMONG 
STUDENTS SEEMS TO BE ONLY A BY PRODUCT OF SERIOUS ACADEMIC 
WORK (E.G. ROTTERDAM). 

3. DUE TO RECENT TURNOVER OF PERSONNEL IN THIS EMBASSY, 

INCLUDING THOSE OFFICERS BEST KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT UNIVERSITY 
SCENE, WE ARE NOT IN BEST POSITION TO FURNISH FULL ASSESSMENT 
AT THIS TIME. WE WILL, HOWEVER, MAKE SERIOUS EFFORT TO 
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OBSERVE AND FOLLOW DEVELOPMENTS AT DUTCH UNIVERSITIES IN THE 
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COMING ACADEMIC YEAR AND PLAN TO PROVIDE IN DEPTH REPORT 
IN DUE COURSE. 

BROWN 
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